Re-epithelialization. Human keratinocyte locomotion.
Keratinocyte migration and proliferation both play a role in covering skin wounds by the process of re-epithelialization. Connective tissue components are a powerful influence on keratinocyte locomotion. The mechanisms of keratinocyte locomotion and cellular division are independent. Both connective tissue components and soluble factors may serve to enhance keratinocyte migration. In addition to the field of growth factors, we would like to suggest that there should be the recognition of an entire new class of agents called migration factors.